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CONEIDENTIAL ROME 13677 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: UNGA, ICRC, PARM, IT 

SUBJECT: UNGA - LEGAL COMMITTEE - HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARMED CONELICTS 
REF: STATE 240859 

1. ON DECEMBER 10 WE DISCUSSED REETEL WITH RESPONSIBLE ITALIAN 
EOREIGN MINISTRY OEEICIAL, URGING THAT ITALIANS STICK TO THEIR 
NEGATIVE VOTE IN PLENARY CONSISTENT WITH THEIR NEGATIVE VOTE IN 
SIXTH COMMITTEE AGAINST RESOLUTION RE "BASIC PRINCIPLES OF LEGAL 
STATUS OE COMBATANTS STRUGGLING AGAINST COLONIAL AND ALIEN 
DOMI ATION AND RACIST REGIMES." WE TOLD OFEICIAL WE HAD REPORT 
THAT ITALIANS CONSIDERING SWITCHING EROM NEGATIVE VOTE TO 
ABSTENTION WHEN RESOLUTION CONSIDERED IN PLENARY. 

2. OEEICIAL RESPONDED THAT ITALIAN REP HAD VOTED AGAINST 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ROME 13677 101812Z 

RESOLUTION IN SIXTH COMMITTEE ON PRECISE INSTRUCTIONS EROM 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



FOREIGN MINISTRY. HE SAID ITALIANS WERE EIRMLY OPPOSED TO 
RESOLUTION, AND HE SAW NO REPEAT NO REASON EOR THEM TO SHIET 
STANCE AT PLENARY. HE ASSERTED THAT AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE 
ITALIANS DO NOT REPEAT NOT EAVOR CHANGING VOTE BETWEEN COMMITTEE 
AND PLENARY CONSIDERATION. HE ASSERTED THAT ITALIAN MISSION IN 
NEW YORK HAD AS YET MADE NO REPEAT NO SUGGESTION THAT ITALY SWITCH 
EROM NEGATIVE VOTE TO ABSTENTION. HE STATED THAT IF SUCH 
SUGGESTION WERE MADE EROM NEW YORK, MINISTRY OEEICE LEVEL 
RECOMMENDATION WOULD BE THAT GOI MAINTAIN NEGATIVE VOTE. 

3. OEEICIAL ASKED WHETHER OTHERS BESIDES ITALIANS APPEARED TO 
BE WAVERING. WE ANSWERED THAT BELGIUM AND ERG REPORTEDLY 
CONSIDERING A SWITCH. OEFICIAL THEN SAID THAT ITALIAN POSITION, 

AS USUAL, WOULD BE CONDITIONED BY ATTITUDE OF EC NINE AND OTHER 
WESTERN*COUNTRIES; HE VOLUNTEERED THAT UK EMBASSY REP WAS COMING 
IN ON THE SUBJECT LATER TODAY. IN THIS CONTEXT, WE OBSERVED THAT IT 
IMPORTANT EOR ITALY TO MAINTAIN ITS NEGATIVE VOTE TO EORESTALL 
POSSIBLE SNOWBALL EEEECT AMONG EUROPEANS, AND OTHER WESTERN 
COUNTRIES, SHOULD ITALY DECIDE TO SWITCH TO ABSTENTION AS PART 

OE EC OR WESTERN COUNTRY CONSENSUS. OEEICIAL ACKNOWLEDGED POINT, 
AND SAID HE WOULD KEEP US INFORMED IE A SWITCH TO ABSTENTION 
WAS RECOMMENDED BY IT AT, TAN MISSION IN NEW YORK. 

4. DURING COURSE OE DISCUSSION, OEFICIAL OBSERVED THAT ITALIAN 
OPPOSITION TO RESOLUTION WAS BASED NOT REPEAT NOT SO MUCH ON ITS 
SUBSTANCE, BUT ON FACT THAT IT WAS ATTEMPT TO SET EORTH PROVISIONS 
WHICH PROPERLY PREROGATIVE OE FORTHCOMING DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE 
OE LAWS OE WAR, AND NOT REPEAT NOT OF GA. VOLPE 
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